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Tough Talking Demands Straight Thinking 


L. L. Dunninerton * 


The international situation has deteriorated rapidly and 
with increasing momentum of late. In a Christian Century 
editorial the editor says: “Three times within a week top 
ranking leaders of the British and American governments 
have insisted that no reason exists for war with Russia. 
And each of the three—Bevin in Parliament, Vandenberg 
in the Senate, Byrnes in a world broadcast—followed words 
of reassurance with other words which, in effect, drew a 
line across the map and threatened war if Russia stepped 
across it. Bevin thundered: ‘I am not prepared to sacrifice 
the British Empire’. Vandenberg: ‘there is a line beyond 
which compromise cannot go—even if we once crossed that 
line under the pressure of the exigencies of war’. And 
Byrnes, as secretary of state of the United States made a 
speech which, if made to Hitler by Mr. Hull at any time 


after the Nazi march into Austria, would have been taken as . 


the virtual equivalent of a war ultimatum.” Then the editor 
of the Christian Century goes on to say that three weeks ago 
he would have said war was unthinkable; but today he is 
not so sure. Public opinion polls show the American people 
-expect war with Russia in the not distant future. 
_ One wonders how many of these people read the report 
of the U. S. Commission that recently returned from an 
investigation of the effects of the atomic bombs that hit 
_ Hiroshima and Nagasaki. They described heat of 100,000,000 
degrees Fahrenheit generated at the center of the blast— 
heat that “caused clothing on people half a mile away to 
burst into instant flame, set trees a mile and a half away 
on fire’. The patterns of dresses Japanese women wore 
were charred right into their skins. Tens of thousands of 
eoples’ bodies “were terribly squeezed then their internal 
ruptured”. Then “the blast blew the broken bodies 
1,000 miles per hour through the flaming, rubble- 
”. God help us! That is almost surely what will 
to millions of a and Se if and hen 


mi ae of Bicninstan says Sthat ‘hens 
Ps at the proper spots, would wipe out 
the United States. 


ould any Amer- 


need them later”. Did World War II teach us nothing? — 


en? _ That at is inconceivable | 


h at, our nation = 


anti-Russia speech at Fulton, Missouri, that shakes the 
whole world and that causes Moscow to see “red”! He is 
introduced by the President of the United States who has 
been briefed on the speech and who uses Churchill’s senti- 
ments as a trial balloon to see how far the American people 
have drifted toward war. He found out! Then he said he 
had “no comment” but he should have had plenty of com- 
ment. Atlee also said “no comment”. Silence frequently 
says plenty. Thank God that the great majority of American 
editors made a great deal of comment. They were properly 
“shocked”’. 

The tough talk against Franco has suddenly cooled. World 
War II started in Spain with England’s policy of non- 
intervention. We allowed Hitler and Mussolini to instate 
Franco because all three of these dictators were violently 
anti-Russian. We watched Hitler arm to the teeth and even 
gave him Czechoslovakia in order that he might have a 
corridor through which he could march the Wehrmacht right 
up to the Ukrainian borders. But that anti-Russian side- 
play went wrong and cost the world the war that finally 
forced us to fight beside the hated Russians. 

But Franco is still in power! If Britain and America 
were to cut oil and food shipments to Spain he would be 
out in short order. Why don’t we do it? I. F. Stone writes 
in the Nation that the F. E. A. estimates that the Nazis have 
1,500,000,000 dollars worth of hidden assets in Spain, Argen- | 
tina, Turkey, Sweden and Switzerland and the German con- 
trolled chemical and electrical laboratories.in those countries 
are working night and day. At hearings recently conducted 
by Senator Kilgore the reason becomes obvious. We are 
not investigating what goes on in those laboratories because 
any investigating committee would have to inelude Soviet 
Russia and “elements in the United States, British and — 
French Foreign Offices are consciously maneuvering against — 
four-power action in the neutral countries because it would — 
fully bare the character of the regimes in these countries ‘and — 
would reveal all the elements of collaboration of certain 


ze interests in the Allied countries with these Regimes’.” In Stee 


other words certain powerful allied interests say “let these z 
Nazis alone—they are violently anti-Russian and we may 
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He also heard an official of the Spanish Foreign Office 
explain to a friend that “the United States was highly pleased 
by Franco’s readiness to let the Americans build air fields 
in Spain which could later be used against Russia”. 

There are over 50,000 Republicans rotting in the dungeons 
of Spain that have been there since 1936-7. Franco keeps 
them there because he fears the “Communists” among them 
might start another revolution if released. The Nation 
reports that “this has been a favorite theme of Cardinal 
Spellman, whose forthcoming visit to Spain is a subject of 
rapturous comment in the Franco press’. It is interesting, 
in this connection, to note Franco’s most frequent prayer 
(Time for March 18th): “Lord who entrusted Spain to 
my hand, do not deny me the grace of handing you back a 
Spain which is truly Catholic’. Right beside that prayer 
is a photograph of a Madrid street in 1937 littered with the 
dead whose only crime was to want freedom from unspeak- 
able injustice and oppression. 

But what about the tension over Iran? Clearly Russia has 
violated her Teheran agreement to withdraw her troops from 
Iran on March 2nd. The United States and Britain have 
withdrawn theirs. We believe Russia made a grave mistake 
in failing to abide by her promise. Izvestia claims Iran, in 
turn, has violated her agreements and thus endangered Soviet 
security. We must always remember Russia’s repeated state- 
ment that she is determined to secure her frontiers this time 
at all costs. Iran promised Russia in 1921 that she would 
not give oil concessions to foreign interests in northern Iran. 
But she had granted three such concessions to British, Dutch 
and American companies which, being close to the Baku 
oul fields, endangered Russia security. She remembers only 
too vividly that that same territory was used by her enemies 
in 1918 to launch an undeclared war against her and she is 
determined that that shall not happen again. 

Meanwhile England hopes to dominate Iran for empire’s 
sake. She wants oil and she also wants dominance in a 
strategic spot for a possible attack on Russia in case of war. 


It must have been quite a shock to some members of 
Parliament a short time ago when Morgan Philips Price came 
back to London from Iran. “He pointed out the startling 
contrast between the misery of the peasants in the Iranian 
province of Azerbaijan and the rapid rise in educational 
opportunity, living standards and social conditions which 
has been the lot of Azerbaiijans who live just over the line 
under Soviet rule.’ Mr. Price warned Parliament that “a 
dangerous situation has now arisen in which Russia supports 
an autonomous regime of reforms in Persian Azerbaijan 
while we and the Americans are in fact supporting the most 
reactionary elements in the country. The truth is that Iran 
today is heading straight for internal disaster. We might 

_ still save the situation by refusing to support an Iranian 
government unless it prepares reform schemes. Otherwise 
the Russian solution holds the field.” 

How often such a report has given us red faces! Russia_ 
supporting a reform movement for the common man—Amer- 
-iea and Britain playing along with the “most reactionary 

elements”! You get the same red face when you read of 
_ our record in taking over Korea. General Hodge, American 
commander in that area, arrived to take over Korea. He 
_ was met by two distinguished, educated patriotic Koreans 
who had been selected by various Korean underground groups 
_ to represent them after having earned that right by years of 
_anti-Japanese activity. General Hodge was afraid of “Com- 
- munist influence” so he ignored them and the popular front 
groups they represented and threw himself into the arms 

‘landlords and Japanese collaborationists. He used 

ce because he said they were so “efficient”. 

nists in power because he said they were 


is time to talk tough to the British also. 
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land (80% Japanese) will continue to determine how tenants 
shall pay for their land”. This and many other anti- 
Korean decrees caused serious rioting and anti-American 
demonstrations. 

The Russians moved into northern Korea and adopted the 
opposite course. They took as their slogan “All power to the 
Korean People”. Japanese officials were summarily dis- 
missed or imprisoned or deported. Members of the People’s 
Republic movement were encouraged to take over the admin- 
istration and to abolish land taxes and distribute the land. 
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As a protest against the American policy, the Russians : 
refused to permit economic intercourse between the two ~ 
zones, Since they had most of the manufacturing capacity, : 
most of the coal and iron and electric power as well as most 4 
of the railroad rolling stock General Hodge was on the . 


spot. That is why a joint Soviet-American commission in 
December had little trouble in nullifying much of what 
General Hodge had done in favor of a more just and unified 
plan of reorganization. 

But we still ask why it is that the Americans and British 
are found so often on the wrong side of the argument? 
And we can answer that one too. It is because so many 
of our officials and administrators hate all things Russian 
to the extent that they prefer to be found on the side of 
exploitation and injustice rather than to admit that the Rus- 
sians have anything at all worth considering. How different 
we felt only yesterday during the battle of Stalingrad! Then 
our fate and that of the whole world was at stake—and the 
Russians, dying by the tens of thousands, were great people! 

The newspapers and the state department are uttering 
world-shaking denunciations concerning the Russian theft 
of heavy machinery in Manchuria. I’m ashamed of Russia 
for doing that. But nowhere have I seen a single reminder 
ot the fact that that machinery was only made possible 
through the enormous amounts of scrap iron that we sold 
Japan; that the British allowed Japan to take Manchuria 
in 1931 thus making the first breach in the wall of peace the 
League of Nations had built; that the reason for this strange 
acquiescence was a desire to have a Russian-hating people 
on the Soviet’s back door step; that the greatest fear Russia 
had during its mortal combat with the Nazis was that Japan — 
might use her Manchurian arsenal for a fatal attack at a 
moment like Stalingrad when she could ill afford even to 
try to defend herself. 

For ten long years—from 1931 to 1941—America supplied 
the serap iron that made that arsenal possible. We stopped 
only a short while before Pearl Harbor. As Russia removes 
those heavy machines she is saying to herself: “It will at — 
least sometime before an attack can come from here.” We 
of all people ought to recognize some of the reasons that 
are motivating her. . 

I am in favor of plain, straight talk with Russia. They 
understand and appreciate that kind of talk. But I also — 
agree with a remarkable editorial in the Christian Century | 
for March 20th “On Talking Tough”. The editor thinks it 
“Most of the 
interests,” he says, “for which the United States is called on to _ 
talk tough with Stalin are British empire interests. It needs 
to be said that the people of the United States have k 
all interest in giving their sons to preserve empire lifeli 


of an atomic war to keep the Mediterranean a B; 
The American people “no longer believe in th 


power method of preserving peace”. 


Replacing Fascism With Industrial Democracy 


Cuarutes C. WEBBER 1 


Trade unionism today, both in Germany and in the United 
States, is replacing Fascism with industrial democracy. 

In Germany, according to Sidney Hillman—a vice-chair- 
man of the World Federation of Trade Unions—who has 
just returned to America from Berlin, the unions are reviving 
swiftly and are the “chief bulwark” of | democratic 
reconstruction. 

In Martinsville, Virginia, a 1943 center of American 
Fascism—the county-seat of Henry County, a county then 
without a single union—there are today three CIO inter- 
national unions that have signed contracts requiring the 
observance of industrial democracy procedures by nine sep- 
arate and distinct corporations. And the union leaders now 
predict that by 1947 every manufacturing company of any 
significance in the city will have signed an agreement with 
its unionized employees—an agreement creating and provid- 
ing for the maintenance of the processes of orderly industrial 
democracy. 

The defeat of Hitler’s Fascist state by the Allies gave the 
former trade union members of Germany their opportunity 
to emerge from the “Underground” and to continue their 
historie struggle for the democratization of the Krupp and 
I. G. Farben corporations and cartels. 

In Martinsville, Virginia, it was the victory of the Amal- 
gamated Clothing Workers of America in the December 16, 
1943, National Labor Relations Board election among the 
employees of the Jobbers Pants Company that broke the 
Fascist line of concerted resistance to unionization which 
had been maintained for years by the powerful industrial 
and corporate interests of that city. 

It was a genuine “break-through” victory, and through 
the opening thus made two additional CIO divisions (the 
United Furniture Workers of America and the Textile 
Workers Union of America) and one AFL division (the 
International Ladies Garment Workers Union) joined the 
ACWA in making still further penetrations into the strong- 
holds and fortresses of the anti-union Chamber of Congress. 


The Campaign = 

This “break-through” of the Fascist anti-union defense 
line was not easy. When I first went to Martinsville in 
January of 1943, as a national representative of the ACWA, 
I found that the Jobbers Pants Company was paying its 
1,200 employees, the great majority of whom were women, 
the bare 40 cents an hour required by the Federal Wage 
and Hours Act that the ACWA and other trade unions had 
persuaded Congress to adopt. The furniture factories 
(Henry County, Va., is the third largest furniture manu- 


facturing center in the United States) were only paying 


their men an average wage of 44 cents an hour—a wage rate 


far too small to enable a man and wife and two children 
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for the privilege. 


to secure an adequate amount of the necessities of life. 
For months I was unable to secure a meeting place for the 
workers other than in a private home The school board, the 


city council, the county board of supervisors, the officials of. 


the Masonic Lodge and the ministers and the governing 
boards of several churches all denied us the right of public 
assemblage, even though we were ready and able to pay 


a huge heavily-laden truck owned by the 


The Company officials denounced our union, tore up our 
literature, spied on our people and discharged one of our 
most active members. In addition, they circulated rumors 
that if the union succeeded in organizing the workers the 
Company would close down or move out of town. 

Outstanding Negro professional people were led to believe 
that unionization would be detrimental to their economic 
interests and to those of the 600 or more Negroes employed 
by the Company, mainly in Plants No. 3 and 4. In conse- 
quence of the application of the principle of economic 
determinism by the Negro professionals, our union was 
unable to gain much headway among the Negroes. Another 
factor hindering unionization was the subtle influence upon 
the Negro factory workers of their ownership of one or more 
shares of stock in the Negro-controlled corporation which 
owned Plants No. 3 and 4. (One dollar per week was taken 
out of their pay for the compulsory purchase of stock.) 

The workers in Plants No. 1 and 2, mainly white, were 
intimidated for months by terroristie tactics and by the Com- 
pany Superintendent’s battle ery, “The union can’t help the 
workers to get a raise in wages. Wages are frozen!” 

Finally, a few brave souls joined the union after it was 
proved to the workers that the Superintendent’s statement 
was false, and that the ACWA was getting increased wages 
for its members in other cities through the application of the 
War Labor Board’s Little Steel Formula. 

The Company officials then used another time-worn anti- 
union device. They thawed out their wage scale and raised 
its temperature by 5 degrees or cents an hour. 

When it became apparent to the workers, however, that 
this measly increase was only going to bring a weekly cash 
increase of 88 cents after the 20% withholding tax was 
deducted, more and more workers signed application cards, 
and at long last we had enough members to warrant my 
asking the Baltimore head office officials of the Company for 
a collective bargaining conference in regard to the wages, 
hours and working conditions of their 700 employees in their 
No. 1 and 2 Plants. 

They refused the request. We then petitioned the National 
Labor Relations Board to hold a “hearing” in Martinsville 
preliminary to the conducting of an election at which the 
employees might vote on whether they wanted to be rep- 
resented in collective bargaining with their Company by 
the ACWA. 

At this August 11, 1943, “hearing” the Maryland attorney 
for the Company (Why is it all right for a lawyer who is 
a resident of one state to work in another but if a labor 
organizer does the same he is considered an “outside agita- 
tor”’?) contended that the NLRB election, if one was to be 
held at all, should be for all the workers, both white and 
Negro, in Plants No. 1, 2, 3 and 4. He knew that if such 
an election were held our union would be defeated because 
the Negro women workers in Plants No. 3 and 4, afraid of 
losing their $18.00 a week jobs, and of having to go back 


into domestic service at $6.00 to $8.00 a week, would vote 


against the union. 

More than three long months went by after the August 
“hearing” before the NLRB on Nov. 29, 1943, ordered the 
Company to allow its employees in Plants 1 and 2 (and 
excluding the Negro employees in Plants No. 3 and 4) to 
vote “Yes” for our union or “No” for no union representation. 


During this drawn-out, weary, waiting period, and especi- 
ally during the days between November 29th and December 


16th, when the election was finally held, the workers who 
joined the union were subjected to barrage after barrage 
of verbal anti-union shells fired by Fascist-minded ind 
trialists, merchants and preachers. And to eli 
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dently crashed into our office on the morning of the day of 
the election and completely demolished the plate glass window 
with our ACWA sign on it. 

When the ballots were counted on December 16, 1943, the 
Company officials found, to their dismay, that 292 were in 
favor of the union and 285 against. Unionism had won 
its first real victory in Martinsville. A breach had been 
made in the wall of a citadel of American Fascism. 

No small part of the credit for this initial victory goes to 
John MeMahon, a nation representative of the ACWA, who 
was in charge of our union campaign during the difficult 
waiting days of September and November, and a co-director 
with me in December. He and our associates, Christine 
Huffman and Benjamin Hundley, earried on after I was 
sent to Knoxville, Tenn., in January, 1944, to organize the 
Palm Beach Suit Company, and they deserve great praise 
for the part they played in the subsequent development of 
unionism in Martinsville. 


Company Rear-Guard Action 

The Company Fascist forces had lost a battle but they 
were not routed. A “break-through” of their outer anti- 
union defenses had taken place but they immediately took 
steps to nullify it and to “seal it off’. They protested the 
election on the grounds that the union had distributed litera- 
ture misleading the workers and that the NLRB, when count- 
ing the ballots, had overlooked certain void ballots which 
would have kept the union from gaining its majority of two. 

When the NLRB overruled these objections, the Company 
officials frightened over thirty of the union members into 
asking the union leaders to return their signed application 
cards. The officials hoped by this maneuver to destroy the 
union majority and to compel the NLRB to refuse to certify 
the ACWA as the collective bargaining agent for all of the 
employees in Plants No. 1 and 2. 

This counter-attack failed. Immediately after the Board 
certified the ACWA, however, the Company officials launched 
another counter-attack. This time they refused to meet with 
the union representatives, as required by the National Labor 
Relations Act, to discuss the terms of a collective bargaining 
agreement. They refused for over three months to obey 
either the letter or the spirit of the NLRA even at the 
request of representatives of the U. S. Conciliation Service. 

On March 24, 1944, these representatives, out of patience 
with the Company’s stubborn refusal to obey the law, turned 
the case over to the War Labor Board, where the Company 
officials, by Fabian, dilatory tactics, delayed a decision until 
November, 1944. 


The War Labor Board Decision 


When the Board, a tri-partite body made up of an equal 
number of representatives of management, labor and the 
public, finally announced its order or directive to the Com- 
pany, it immediately became clear to all the workers in the 
various industries of Martinsville that the Company had not 
succeeded in its almost-a-year-long anti-union counter-attacks ~ 
in “containing” the ACWA “break-through” victory of 
_ December 16, 1943. Why? Because the Board ordered the 
_ Company to sign an agreement with the ACWA which would 
Include a 10-cents-an-hour general increase (raising the 
hourly rate from 45 cents to 55 cents) retroactive to March 
24, 1944, a 50-cent minimum wage, one week’s paid vacation, 
a grievance committee procedure, a seniority system, four 
____ hours’ reporting time pay, and arbitration of all disputes. 
= ‘The Fruits of Vi 
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autocracy, and the annual purchasing power of the workers 
was increased by $200. : : 

A most dramtic realization of the full fruits of victory 
came on March 23, 1945, when approximately 600 workers 
received back pay checks totaling $110,000 or an average 
of $175 per worker. er 

There was great rejoicing in Martinsville on that memor- 
able day. A large group of active union girls came to the 
union office waving their checks. One of their leaders 
exclaimed, “Look at this!” She waved the checks for $235 
of which $175 was back pay, the rest regular wages. “This 
is not much like it was eight years ago, thanks to the union. 
When I first came to work at the Jobbers Pants Company, 
my first check for two weeks’ work was $1.12.” 


The ACWA Spearheads for the CIO 


Right after the ACWA won its “break-through” victory 
on December 16, 1943, organizers from the United Furniture 
Workers of America and the Textile Workers Union of Amer- 
ica, whom I had invited to Martinsville, finding that the 
workers in the furniture factories and at the cotton mill, 
dissatisfied with their low wages averaging 44 cents an hour, 
had been greatly impressed by the industrial democracy 
achievements of the workers at the Jobbers Pants Company, 
organized them into Local 284 UFWA and Local 679 TWUA. 
Then, after months of strenuous endeavors, they succeeded 
in securing signed union contracts for them with several 
Martinsville furniture companies and with the Martinsville 
Cotton Mill. These contracts raised the average wage of the 
1,300 furniture workers from 44 cents an hour to 67 cents 
an hour (a $460 a year inerease), gave them a “maintenance 
of membership” and a “check-off” agreement, a grievance 
committee procedure, a seniority system, six paid holidays, 
one week’s paid vacation for one to five years’ service, and 
two weeks for over five years’ service. 

These CIO victories inspired the AFL International 
Ladies Garment Workers Union to go into action against the 
anti-union Fascist, iron curtain that still hung in front of 
several of the city’s industrial concerns. Well-directed in 
their efforts, they pried up the curtain and pushed it aside 
from the knitting mill and brought industrial democracy to 
the employees therein. 
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x Jobbers Pants Company Attacks Again 


For a while after the War Labor Board had ordered the 
Jobbers Pants Company to sign an agreement with the — 
ACWA it appeared likely that the bitter struggle for 
unionization had taught the firm a lesson. ey — 

But it was not long, however, before the Company officials, — 
in an endeavor to influence the non-union Negro women 
workers in Plants No. 3 and 4-.not to join the union, © 
promised them the same back pay they were going to give — 
the union members in Plant 1. —- 

This bribery, if it had been consummated, might well have © 
achieved its purpose, but when the firm stupidly refused to — 
keep its promise the Negro women were invited to a union 
meeting where 150 signed application cards on the spot 
Subsequently enough others signed until the union had a clear 


that the firm would not renew the contract fo No. 1 
(Plant No. 2 had been closed) unless it could be pre 
through a NLEB election that the union hat m7 
Plants1,c2 0nd B22 a 

_ The Company immediately ar 
the union. All three Plants were ; 
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On election day the foreladies in Plant No. 3 told the 
workers, in an attempt to scare them, that the employees 
in Plant No. 1 had already voted against the union. 

Notwithstanding all these violations of the NLRA by 
the Company officials, out of a total of 1,035 workers 
casting ballots, 688 voted for the ACWA and_ only -319 
for no union. The union members won a two to one vic- 
tery! Martinsville’s anti-union Fascism had met with 
another defeat! 

In consequence of this victory for the forces of industrial 
democracy, the union officials are now negotiating a con- 
tract with the Company officials that will bring the wage 
rate up to 65 cents an hour, provide six paid holidays a 
year in addition to the one week paid vaéation, insure ae 
lives of the workers for $500, give the women workers 
sickness insurance of $8.00 a week for thirteen weeks, and 
set up a union shop, 

$1,227,000 Increased Purchasing Power. 

The results of the unionization program expressed in 
“bread and butter” terms alone are very significant. The 
1,200 employees of the Jobbers Pants Company, when they 
receive their new wage rate of 65 cents an hour, will be 
earning approximately $500 a year, singly, and $600,000, 
collectively, more than they were earning during 1942 when 
their wage rate was but 40 cents an hour. The 1,365 
employees of the seven unionized furniture factories are now 
earning, at their average rate of 67 cents an hour, approxi- 
mately $460, singly, and $627,900, collectively, more than 
they were earning in 1943 when their average rate was but 
44 cents an hour. 

The ACWA and the United Furniture Workers Union, 
through their wage raising activities, are now enabling the 
2,565 workers in the clothing and furniture industries of 
Martinsville to spend over one million and a quarter more 
dollars on the necessities and comforts of life than they 
had available for these purposes in 1942. 


Not By Bread Alone 


Unionization has not just brought increased amounts of 
bread and butter—important as they are—to the workers 
of Martinsville. It has also given them an opportunity to 
participate in civic, state and national affairs; to feel that 
they are more than just numbers on factory time-clock, 
more than unknown wage slaves; to feel that they are first- 
class American citizens. 

Consider what it meant to the president of the Martinsville 

_ACWA Local, Mrs. Irene Gillespie, who supports herself, 
her aged mother and her three children, to go to Washington, 
D. C., and testify before the Sub-committee on Education and 

Labor of the United States Senate in behalf of the 65 cents 

Minimum Wage Bill. Imagine her feelings of enhanced 

personal significance, of serving her family and her fellow- 
$ workers, when she answered the Senator’s question, “If 

_ it were possible for you to get 65 cents an hour, what would 

be the first thing you would take care of?”, by replying, 

“I would first try to have the children’s tonsils removed; 

next I would try to get the children a little more milk.” 


CIO-PAC 


in the past mainly because of the Poll Tax, and who have 


are now, under the impact of the CIO-PAC drive to eet 
ts pee members to pay their Poll Taxes, to register 
d to vote, becoming fully aware of the responsibilities 
itizenship and of the power of the ballot. Recently, 
‘y oun of Assistant Director of the Virginia CIO- 

I addressed a joint meeting of the three Martinsville 
( 10-¥ 'AC Locals. 


Washington, 
the Virginia Assembly at Richmond, as a mat- 
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Hundreds of Martinsville workers who have never voted 


never before felt that it was important that they should, © 


fficers and members of these Locals have been com- : 
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tees, and to charge them with the responsibility of getting 
every union member to take an active part in the political 
life of the city, county, state and nation—to vote for a 
U. S. Senator to replace the reactionary Henry Byrd of 
the notorious Byrd machine and to elect a progressive 
Congressman. 

(Continued on page 73) 


Tough Talking Demands Straight 
Thinking 
(Continued from page 61) 


Russia turns with aggressive designs, she will confront a 
whole world united against her ... No more empty verbal 
moralities of the Atlantic Charter variety, trumped up to 
distract attention from the realities of power politics, will 
suffice.” 

Splendid! Let us have more of such tough talk to the 
Russians, to the British, to ourselves. Tough talking must 
be accompanied by straight thinking and the inelusion of all 
the available facts. And let us meanwhile work rapidly 
toward a World Government. The very threat of the 
unspeakable disaster with which an atomic war threatens us 
must spur us on to the attainment of a God-given patience, 
wisdom and justice that must eventuate in a world wide 
brotherhood for all mankind. Let us walk and talk with 
Almighty God as we never have before. Only God-conscious 
and God-led men will be capable of meeting the demands of 
the days just ahead. 


| Look out, Pandora 


Social Questions 
BULLETIN - = 


Issued monthly, except July, August and September 
= This issue edited by Alson J. Smith 


The METHODIST FEDERATION 
2 for. SOCIAL SERVICE 
Zs (Unofficial) 
HXECUTIVE SHCRHETARY 
Jack R. McMIcHAEL 
a 


OFFICERS : 
BisHop LEWIS O. HARTMAN.....cccccsccccccrccess President 
BisHop JAMES C. BAKER...........cceeceee ...Vice President 
BisHop G. BROMLEY OXNAM........cscececeees Vice President — 
THELMA STEVENS......... Getic c- ciate Recording Secretary 
GitBERT Q. LESOURD......... Soni 


150 Fifth Avenue, New ‘York’ 11 


R ~entered ‘as second class matter October 9, ‘1941, at the tote 
: at New Tork, N. Y., under the Act of August 24, 10 <j 


=> 


tis s.o-d 0 09.2 tia cap aan  CORUTER IER ee 


war where they were not down-right impatient with people. 
<< who. ught these things objects of Christian concern as 


Editorial 


“filled with the spirit” 


Elsewhere in this issue will be found a statement by the 
Rev. George Siudy of Buffalo that the time has come for 
the church to divorce itself from the organized temperance 
movement. 


To this we must enter a mild demurrer—mild, because we 
realize to what an abysmal extent organized temperance— 
Anti-Saloon League, W.C.T.U., Methodist Board of Tem- 
perance, ete.—has failed to achieve the goals of true temper- 
ateness in either legislation or education—but a demurrer 
because chronic alcoholism is now the fourth ranking public 
health problem in the United States and is well on its way 
to becoming the third ranking problem. Organized temper- 
ance as we know it may have failed, but certainly there 
is a crying need for an organized, Christian effort to com- 
bat the growing menace of alcohol addiction. The Yale 
University Dept. of Physiology estimates that there are 
now some 50,000,000 drinkers in the United States, of whom 
3,000,000 drink excessively and 750,000 drink addictively. 


One of the earliest concerns of the Methodist Federation 
For Social Service was with temperance. In the days of 
its founding the Federation correctly labeled alcoholism 
as a social illness and sought for a solution in education, 
research, and moral suasion. Correctly, too, did the found- 
ing fathers (most of whom are still alive and may not relish 
this inference of antiquity) diagnose alcoholism as a sick- 
ness to be healed rather than a sin to be condemned. Among 
church groups, only the Salvation Army showed any com- 
parable insight into the social significance of alcoholism. 


Men of social vision and understanding, however, found 
it difficult to work with the organized temperance movement, 
which, by and large, was dominated by the conservative, 
even reactionary, wing of Protestantism. So “temperance” 
was gradually de-emphasized not only by the Federation 
but by all the other social-action groups in Protestantism. 
They correctly saw—as the “temperance” zealots themselves 
did not—that alcoholism did not exist in a vacuum, but 
was set in a much larger psychological and social context. 


The gradual defection of men of social vision from the 
temperance movement left that cause largely in the hands 
of men and women who meant well but who lacked either 
intellectual stamina or emotional balance or both; men and 
women who thought that “temperance” was the only social 
“cause” that mattered, and who proposed to “solve” the 
alcohol problem by beating the alcoholic over the head with 
 a@ legislative stick. 

“Temperance” as expounded by the well-intentioned but 


limited people who made it their cause, became a narrow~ _ In his classic “Varieties of Religious Experience”, William 
3 = little cult of zealots, more or less wedded to the conventional 


and conservative in religion, politics, and morals, indifferent 
to such causes as poverty, unemployment, labor unrest, and 


as “temperance.” Thus, within Protestantism, 


erance” became a bastion of conservatism — 


people with lots of moral enthusiasm 
itly off balance psychologically. 
lig t the thousands ple, 


“Temperance” is a great cause that has been just about 
ruined by its friends. Too many “temperance” advocates 
were people who could remain quite unmoved at a lynching 
or a vigilante assault on a labor organizer, but who sobbed 
buckets of tears at the news that a drunk had beat up his 
wife. People, in other words, who were so preoccupied 
by the rum-blossom on the nose of the drunkard that they 
failed to see the deadly cancer on the face of all society. 


The first failure of organized temperance was its so-called 
“education”. It turned out to be a joke. Not only was 
most of this “education’—featuring the rainbow hues of 
the drunkard’s stomach—unscientific, much of it was down- 
right prevarication. The drunkard’s stomach, for instance, 
is likely to be as lacking in technicolor as the stomach 
of the total abstainer;.as autopsies performed at Belle- 
vue Hospital, New York, over a period of the last 
ten years invariably indicate. It is not the stomach that 
is damaged by alcohol (that rugged organ is quite capable 
of taking on John Barleycorn in a finish fight) but the 
personality of the drinker. Aleohol damage to the human 
gastro-intestinal tract, as any good doctor today knows, is 
transitory. 

Such “education” did more harm than good, for it made 
the “educators” look ridiculous. 

For instance, when a child was taught in Sunday School 
that drinking was morally wrong and sinful as well as 
physically destructive and then went home to observe that 
papa was able to absorb two or three night-caps without 
either dropping dead, burning down the house, or assaulting 
mamma with a hammer, he inevitably drew the conclu- 


sion that none of the moralizing he heard in Sunday 4 


School was worth much. How much more sensible it would 


have been to have pointed out to the child that while 


aleohol is dangerous, there are some people who are able 


to handle it without any appreciable damage, either moral 4 


or physical, to themselves. 


It was this absolutist, all-out, damned-if-you-don’t agree — 
with us attitude that put the “temperance” cause in bad 


repute with men and women of social vision. 


The second failure of organized temperance was legisla- 
tive, and here the fault lay not entirely with the Prohibi- — 
tionists but with a whole socio-political set-up that tolerates — 


government, not by the people, but by pressure groups. 


The third and most basic failure of organized temperance 4 


was diagnosis. > 


James said, concerning alcohol, “not through mere per. 


versity do men run after it.” ~ Organized temperane er 


learned that. It preferred to act on the assump 
the alcoholic was perverse, stubborn, degenerat 
words, sinful—but not sick. The “solution” 
aleohol away from him and from everybody else. | 
_ temperance, absorbed with the statisties on 


and divorce, crime, 
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reasons lie in the area of motive. Dr. Abraham Myerson 
of the Harvard Medical School, in a recent address before 
the Research Council on Problems of Alcohol, summed 
up a neglected aspect of the problem when he said, of 
the medical profession, “Whoever would deal with the 
problem of alcohol must be not only physician but social 
reformer.” Sas - i 

That is also true of the ministry. Whoever would deal 
with alcoholism must minister not only to,the broken spirit 
of the individual, but must minister also to the broken 
unity of the world. Thus we help to combat aleoholism when 
we fight to ease the terrible tensions of modern life that 
disrupt personality and drive people to seek narcotization— 
war, unemployment, poverty, slum dwelling, Jim Crowism. 

No, Brother Siudy, we would not have the church divorced 
from the organized temperance movement. But we would 
have the church either create a temperance movement with 
brains and social vision or convert the present temperance 
movement into such. The field is indeed white unto the 
harvest, but the present harvesters are dim of eye, hard of 
hearing, and they wield blunted sickles. They will harvest 
as many tares as wheat. 

Paul, of course, had the right point of view on all of 
this when he wrote to the Ephesians, who were notorious 
tipplers, “Be not drunken with wine, but be filled with the 
spirit.” 

Men and women who are “filled with the spirit” of the 
Living God and who are hard at work building His king- 
dom will not need to be nareotized to make life bearable. 

A. J. 8. 


So you thought Price Control was new— 


(Read this) 


B, Power of the Committee of Suspension and 
Observation of the Continental Congress, No Vendor 
Shall Scll in Excess of Prices Fixed by thts Price Chart: 


SHILLINGS PENCE 
Coffee. by the pound —— ll 


Common West India Rum, 


by the gallon eA 6 
Chocolate, by the pound = 
‘Pepper, by the pound 

Loaf Sugar, by the pound = 
Lump Sugar, bythe pound = — 10 
Lisbon Salt, by the bushel 4 = 


Liverpool Blind Salt, 
_ by the bushel 


Warning: Assorted vultures who are preying on the vitals 


f their country in tinle of common distress by selling 


(s) The Committce of Suspension and’ Obsereation, 
The Continental Congress, Philadelphia. 


original Vandenberg Amendment. 


ve prices set by this price chart shall be exposed by 
“fame to public view. — 


have witnessed further a sell-out to the ‘filibu 
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Executive Secretary’s Report to the 
Membership 


(Taken from the Report to the Executive Committee in its 
Spring Meeting, March 18th) 


The Chinese word for crisis is a combination of two 
characters; one meaning danger or peril and the second 
meaning opportunity. This is an apt description of the 
time in which we live: marked by great peril, but not 
unmarked by opportunity. It is of the very genius of the 
Federation to recognize this peril implicit in our profit- 
driven and elass-stratified society, the roots of which con- 
tinually bring examples of injustice, conflict, violence. Nor 
have the leaders of the Federation ever believed that a sat- 
isfactory, permanently stable modus vivendi could be found 
for our society so long as the predominant driving foree, 
to such an extent, was that of individual or corporate profit 
and so long as virtually every community in the nation 
testified to the existence of slums and big houses, crushed 
and thwarted lives, inequality of opportunity and special 
privilege and power for the few. I wrote in my first report 
as Executive Secretary for the Soctan QuEesTions BULLETIN 
some thirteen and a half months ago a warning against a 
post-war return to “normalcy” (sugar-coated label for 
reaction) similar to that which followed the last World 
War. We have had occasion from time to time throughout 
the past year to repeat this warning. Now we have much 
and alarming witness to the validity of this warning. 

Let us take the matter of the atomic bomb. The scien- 
tists have pointed out to us that our nation today is still 
involved in the manufacture of these deadly weapons on a 
twenty-four hour per day basis. Thus our nation, accord- 
ing to the scientists, is solely responsible to date for con- 
ducting a deadly race in atomic armament. Soon after 
the atomic bomb was first introduced this Executive Com- 
mittee authorized, on behalf of the Methodist Federation, 
an important statement on it. Scientists then and since 
have also spoken. They have spoken persistently and 
courageously. Federation members like Henry Hitt Crane 
have made this matter a consuming passion and a focus 
of major emphasis in recent months. Yet just this past 
week the Special Senate Committee on Atomic Energy 
adopted a very dangerous proposal which would bring atomic 
energy in the United States under military control. This 
proposal was introduced by Senator Vandenburg, long an 
enemy of the New Deal and social legislation, opponent of 
a Federal FEPC, defender of a corrupt and anti-semitic 
Poland now discarded by history. That this great and 
decisive blow to international trust and peaceful coopera- 
tion and to peaceful, useful development of atomic energy— 
this threat (as Henry Wallace puts it) of military fascism 
in our nation—and a developing atomic war for the world— 
should come at the hands of a Republican party leader in 
whom many within the Churches of America have placed 
such great and undiscriminating faith in recent months, 
is but one more indication of the continuing need for the 
kind of objective and socially conscious education to which 
the Federation and the Soctan QuESTIONS BULLETIN are 


~~ dedicated. 2 
(Note: Since these words were written MFSS joined | 


in the mighty people’s groundswell against the onimous 
[ This brought its with- 
drawal and its replacement by a less dangerous proposal. 
But the fight for unequivocal civilian control has yet to 
be won. This is but part of the fight for genuine United 
Nations control and for an end to the manufacture and 


storage of atomic bombs—i.e., atomic armament race—still __ 


being conducted unilaterally by the United States.) — 


Let us take as another example the hope for the develop- = 


ment of peace time fair employment practices in our country. 

Here we have witnessed an infamous filibuster against this” 

important piece of needed democratic legislation, and we 
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alleged proponents of the legislation. This does not mean 
the final defeat of efforts to enact the bill for a permanent 
Federal FEPC, but it does mean that there has been a 
very great blow to the effort. We have witnessed, also, 
in recent months, a flagrant attack on the civil liberties of 
the Negro citizenry in local communities. Outstanding eur- 
rent example is Columbia, Tennessee, where a large pro- 
portion of the entire Negro population was arrested and 
intimidated under a spirit which ean only be described as 
that of the lynch mob. 

Or let us take the question of the rights of labor. We 
have seen in the House of Representatives the passage of 
the Hobbs and Case anti-labor bills, and they have passed 
in the House by a large vote. Will the legitimate rights 
and aspirations of organized labor be supported in the 
Senate? This is still in doubt. 


And on social legislation in general the record of the 
present Congress is almost completely nil. The one pos- 
sible exception is the passage by Congress of a largely 
emasculated full employment bill from which the words 
full employed were deleted. On the specific and important 
matter of housing Mr. Wyatt made proposals to the Con- 
gress which were embodied in legislation which already has 
been largely emasculated by the House which deleted from 
the bill important provisions for subsidies and for ceilings 
on the prices of existing houses. (Note: In response to 
public pressure in which MFSS members participated, the 
Senate Committee concerned restored these important pro- 
visions to the version reported to the Senate.) Or con- 
sider the vitally important matter of price control. The 
deficiency appropriation needed and requested by OPA has 
already been cut in half in the Senate. The steel companies 
have been bribed and allowed a five dollar per ton increase 
in price. This opens the door to further increases along 
the price line in the future. There is the same dangerous 
possibility in the new price-wage policy which was adopted 
without consulting A. F. of L., C.1.0., or other labor 
leaders. The action and the inaction of Congress on these 
questions of price control and housing are so out of harmony 
with the clear will of the majority of people in this country 
that they offer additional testimony to the great anti- 
democratic power of the vested interests which spring from 
the very roots of our undemocratic economy. We should not 
forget the experience of the last war and the period immedi- 
ately thereafter: the slash in payrolls, the sharp rise in 
prices, and, temporarily, in profits. This brought a “boom”, 
but this was followed as night follows the day by a tragic 
“bust”. This matter of maintaining and expanding real 
mass purchasing power in our country is no casual matter. 
In our Atomic Era we ean ill-afford new depressions bring- 
ing new Hitlers, new or old types of fascism here or else- 
where, and inevitable global holocaust. 


If we have witnessed tragedy and peril in recent months 
on the home front, it is also true that we have witnessed 
great peril and tragedy on the world front. There has been~_ 
an alarming attack on the fundamental fabric of inter- 
_ national cooperation. This was underscored in our own 
land the other day by the dangerous speech of Mr. Churchill. 
_ This speech was made even more dangerous by the moral 
_undergirding given it by the President of our country. 
_ Mr. Truman traveled hundreds of miles to be with Mr. 
Churchill and to introduce him, and in the introduction he said 
Mr. Churchill would have many constructive things to say. 
It is generally believed certain that our President had read 
L Mr. Churchill’s speech in ae If Mr. 
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the world divided — 
_ very soon the — 


= faced 
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would have supported Mussolini and fascism as needed 
bulwarks for Christian civilization against the great menace 
of Leninism. This was the Churchill who can talk in one 
breath about the will of God or Christian civilization and 
about the maintenance of an anti-democratic and unbrotherly 
colonial empire. 

Let us consider this question of colonialism. Day after 
day we get the report of the massacre of Indonesian people 
who only want a future of democratic independence. At 
London the people of the world were promised that progress 
would be made there, but in recent days we have received 
the report that Dutch troops are landing in Indonesia to 
replace the British troops. This does not look like progress 
towards democratic independence for the people of Indonesia. 
(It is revealing that Mr. Byrnes vigorously and effectively 
insisted that the Security Council deal with Iran where no 
one even alleged that the people were being hounded or 
shot and when Soviet troops were obviously being with- 
drawn. During these bitter years when the Iranian masses 
have been kept in unspeakable poverty and the government 
of Iran controlled by the British government which com- 
pletely dominates the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company—there 
was no hint that an “investigation” or change might be 
needed. The same Mr. Byrnes as vigorously and success- 
fully argued earlier before the same Security Council against 
the mild proposal that there be an impartial investigation of 
the situation in Indonesia, where all know that the Indo- 
nesian people were continually murdered and suppressed by 
foreign, interventionary troops which were not in the process 
of being withdrawn. This contrast between our govern- 
ment’s attitude towards Iran and Indonesia—not to mention 
Greece and Spain—shows the anti-Soviet and pro-Imperialist 
bias of present American foreign policy, whose friends 
and champions employ high-flown phrases of unselfish dedi- 
cation to democracy, independence, Christian civilization, 
ete.) 


We think of Greece. In Greece all groups in the center 
as well as on the left are agreed, together with the man 
who was but recently premier of the government dominated 
by the British, that there is violence in communities through- 
out the countryside of Greece—violence invoked by mon- | 
archist and fascists, violence which makes impossible the 
holding now of meaningful elections. Nevertheless Mr. 
Bevin, leader of a labor and allegedly socialist government, 
insists that elections be held on schedule and refuses all © 
suggestions that they be postponed and that the violence in 
the countryside first be eliminated. Thus Mr. Bevin insists on . 
elections which most observers agree can only be a farce. | 
(Note: The elections were held. Violence was widespread. — 
Anti-fascist patriots were still in jail. More than 50 
per cent of the electorate boycotted the elections. The 
intervening British troops were not withdrawn, and Bevin _ 
announced they would not be withdrawn “without con- 
ditions.” As expected under such conditions, the minority 
clique of reactionary and proto-fascist monarchists wer« 
“voted” into power. They announced immediately determi- 
nation to restore to his throne the hated king who h 
betrayed his own people to the enemy. This was the o 
land, said Churchill, where conditions made possible “fair’ 
and “democratic” elections! The unqualifiedl I 
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democracy being daily erushed and the kind of people being 
daily murdered in fascist, imperialist Spain?) As we think 
of the people who suffer across our earth we think of the 
word hunger, stark and eruel hunger. This is the fate of 
millions of people in our world today. As President Truman 
recently stated “For the world as a whole, a food crisis 
has developed which may prove to be the worst in modern 
times. More people face starvation and even actual death 
for want of food today than in any war year and perhaps 
more than in all the war years combined.” Why then do 
President Truman and other responsible government leaders 
not call on the American people to accept the reimposition 
of rationing, and why does the President not use his emer- 
gency powers to requisition for the starving the wheat, 
fats and oil needed to feed our starving brothers and sisters 
today? Certainly we would be willing to support such 
measures, if we really practiced the brotherhood in economic 
life to which we have paid lip service. The Federation 
long ago has asked that such rationing be considered and 
has sent a message to every Congressman urging any sacri- 
fice on the part of our nation to see that our abundant food 
supply was adequately shared with our brother and suffering 
peoples. 
_ But we have said that in the ancient Chinese view a genu- 
ine crisis brings not only danger, but also opportunity. 
The situation in which we live is not one of unmitigated 

_ darkness. There is also light in our world. And there is 
light within our own nation, where, for example, we witness 

_ the new and democratic power of the organized labor move- 

_ ment. More than ever this organized labor movement is 

_ conscious of its responsibility for the common good. In the 

struggle between the UAW and General Motors labor-capital 

strife was lifted to a new and high level. In this particular 
struggle labor clearly refused to disassociate itself from the 
interests of the great consuming public. Another fact of 

_ great and significant importance is the appearance of Negro 
and white solidarity on the picket line in recent labor 

struggles. This was not true to any such extent after the 
last war, where in large numbers Negroes were used as strike- 

_ breakers. This shows that in the last few years there have 
been great strides to cement Negro-white solidarity and to 
eliminate discrimination in the labor movement, especially 

the CIO. One other significant fact in connection with 

recent labor struggles is that the public as a whole seems 

to be understanding the basic issues more clearly than has 

ever before been the case in all American history. Of special 

significance it seems to me, is the failure of reaction to 
date to line up veterans effectively against organized labor. 

Also we have seen a marked growth in farmer labor solidarity 

-as witnessed in the recent National Convention of the 

_Farmer’s Union in which clear and specific and overwhelm- 

ing support was given to the struggle for adequate mass 

consuming power as being led today by organized labor. 
We can be proud of the role of many ministers, including 

“many Federationists, who have joined with other middle 

s folk in supporting the struggle of labor for adequate 

ass purchasing power. Witness the community of Stam- 

rd, Connecticut, where virtually the entire citizenry (in- 

ing small businessmen) came out. in support of the — 
nds of labor. This is a decisively significant factor on 

nerica’s economic scene today. 

t us note further the new strides in America of tradi- 

lly disinherited minorities, especially the Negro people. 

ville, Kentueky has inducted its first Negro Alderman. 
years ago in my home state of Georgia and in other 
tates the white primary was taken for granted 
ffective means of disenfranchising the Negro citi- 
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_ Nations. True, the unholy alliance in the UNO betwee: 
the United States and the colonial powers can to date out 


69 


ruled that Negroes henceforth will be able to vote in 
primaries. The same is increasingly coming to be the case 
in the state of Texas. This constitutes a virtual revolution. 
It is the more significant then that there is not one single 
reported instance of violence at the polls where Negroes 
recently have voted! Nor should we be blind to the great 
potential power and role of this Negro vote. It is being 
systematically cultivated and encouraged by progressive 
groups like the National Citizens PAC. Witness the recent 
election of Helen Douglas Mankin in a special election in 
Georgia. She is the most progressive representative in 
Congress from Georgia. She is also the first southern woman 
elected in her own right. She clearly would not be in 
Washington today had it not been for the support over- 
whelmingly given her by the voting Negro citizenry. Or 
look at the state of Texas and the campaign of our friend, 
Homer Rainey. He was kicked out of the University of 
Texas, but he is by no means dead or silent. He recently 
has given open and militant support on behalf of a strong 
Federal FEPC. It is especially significant that he is 
reported to be the best prospect for the next Governor of 
Texas! 

Or take the matter of the poll-tax. The last Congress 
was the first Congress in history in which southernors from 
a poll-tax state signed the discharge petition to release 
from the reactionary Rules Committee Marcantonio’s H. R. 
7, the Federal Anti-Poll Tax Bill. You know, of course, 
that the bill was released and did pass the House by an 
overwhelming majority. 

Another encouraging factor on the American scene today 
is the progressive leadership given on many questions on 
behalf of American Protestantism by the Federal Council 
of Churches under the leadership of our own Vice-President, 
Bishop Oxnam. 

We have also seen in recent months a highly significant 
and new role being played by scientists. They are coming 
to consider themselves rightly not only as workers in labora- 
tories, but as progressive servants of, and fighters for, the 
public good. 

Nor is the American Congress by any means an unmiti- 
gated reactionary mass. We have Senators like Kilgore, 
who is doing such an important job with his committee in 
the Senate today—and Pepper who leads the fight for a 
changed foreign policy to preserve the peace of the world. 

We have Congressmen like the young DeLacy of Washington 

who did so much to bring out the facts in connection with 
American policy with reference to China. We have women _ 
in Congress like Helen Gahagan Douglas, Emily Taft 
Douglas, and now Helen Douglas Mankin. 

Not only are progressive forces speaking up with new 
power in America. The aspiration for a more democratic 
and brotherly world is being championed and incarnated — 
literally across the face of our earth. One of the worst hang- — 
overs of an unjust and outmoded era is the cruel structure of 
eclonialism. Never was the struggle for freedom of the _ 
colonial peoples more potent than it is today. Witness 
Indonesia. Witness India and be sure that many another 
eolonial people will speak in mighty tones before another 
year rolls by. The whole structure of colonialism is today 
on the defensive (ruthless, cruel and costly though that 
defense may be). It is being openly and powerfully chal- | 
lenged in the International Council of the United Nations 
Organization, as it was never challenged in the old League of — 
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vote the opponents of colonialism. This does not al 
basie fact, however, that colonialism is having to fight fo 
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tence on a democratic destiny. The transition from feudalism 
is not and will not be painless, but that transition ean and 
will be consummated. Progressive democracy for China 
will be a great boon to the democratic aspirations of still 
enslaved peoples throughout the east and the world. Let 
us look at a land like Poland. Poland which rivaled and 
in fact preceded Hitler Germany in eruel and vicious anti- 
semitism. The struggle against entrenched and widespread 
anti-semitism in a land like Poland is not easy; and the 
underground anti-semitie movement in Poland is strong. But 
all Jewish groups, from left to right agree that for the first 
time there exists in Poland a government courageously and 
unqualifiedly dedicated to the elimination of this ancient evil. 
Or look at the Balkans. For a Tory mind like Churchill’s 
the Balkans are enshrouded by a great dark curtain, and 
there is nought but darkness there. True, a revolution (long 
overdue) has come to the Balkans. And an end has come 
to the feudal era of great landed estates, infamously corrupt 
monarchies and governments, landless misery for the peasant 
masses. Strange new faces—sprung from the ranks of the 
common people and from the anti-fascist underground have 
come into positions of leadership. There is no reason for 
our accepting the tory view that all is darkness in the 
Balkans. There is hope there in the hearts of many— hope 
for a more decent, livable and democratic future. Or let 
us look even at Italy—marked admittedly by much tragedy 
and revealing the great influence still of that dead hand 
of the past against which Mr. Byrnes paid lip service but 
recently. Yet there is light and hope in Italy. People 
voted in Italian communities the other day. Such elections 
could not take place under fascism. For the first time, in 
these recent elections, women voted in Italy. We look at 
Germany. There is tragedy there—much of it. The Kilgore 
Committee has presented much and documented evidence that 
the cartelist outlook is not dead—that monopolies like I. G. 
Farben are being propped up and revived—that there is 
sabotage of allied agreement to uproot the power of great 
and Nazi financiers. We learn also that American political 
policy in Germany is being carried out under the counsel 
not only of Mr. Murphy (the friend of Darlan and Vichy), 
but of a certain Joe Starnes, enemy of the Spanish loyalists, 
member of the Dies Committee until defeated at the polls 
in Alabama, and credited with making the serious statement 
that Christopher Marlowe (great tragedist and poet 9f the 
Elizabethan period) was a Communist! Mr. Starnes has 
been a Colonel in the American Army and a political adviser 
in Germany. We hear that he has been counseling MG 
officials there to disregard denazification directives, since 
denazification can only play into the hands of Bolshevism! 
Such facts must be faced in any attempt to evaluate con- 
temporary Germany, and they are pregnant with tragic impli- 
cations for the future of Europe and the world. Yet we 
still must admit that the voices against traditionally auto- 
cratic and militaristic monopoly capitalism in Germany are 


louder and more powerful by far than they were after the 


last war. True also it is that Spanish Democrats are being 
murdered daily. True also that Franco still sits on his seat 
of power. But undeniable it equally is that that seat is more 
precarious than ever. 

This present age which we are called by God to serve 
is an age of crisis—marked in large part by tragedy and by 
peril, but marked also (as the Chinese character testifies) by 
opportunity. The time is short, but there still is time—time 
to use the God-given opportunity to seek and build a more 
brotherly, abundant, democratic and equitable world. Our 
prophetic, biblical heritage is not outmoded. ‘The eternal 
God of Justice, who moves in history, has not abdicated. 
The Magnificat of Mary is not out of date. The common 
people of God, of all races and nationalities, can yet and 


peat _ still come into their own. 
The sketch drawn here of the world crisis cannot pretend — 
to be exhaustive and surely can be criticized as imperfect. 


But I have dared to draw it because I am deeply convinced 
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that it is in the world setting alone that we who seek to 
comprehend and obey the imperatives and will of the uni- 
versal God, can most adequately see our own tasks and 
challenge as leaders of the organized incarnation of the 
prophetic social conscience within Methodism. 

What then are the tasks confronting us in the Federation 
today? The over-all and comprehensive program of study 
and action drawn up by the Executive Committee in its 
prolonged meeting in July continues to be a valuable and 
valid guide to the movement we lead today. We must 
intensify, while there is time, the fight for civilian and also 
for world control of atomic energy—dedicated to the service, 
not destruction, of the people. We must continue the fight 
for full, useful and fair employment, for adequate mass 
purchasing power, for genuine price control, for the realiza- 
tion of the abundance potential in the American economy. 
We must not lag in our effort on behalf of the whole gamut 
of needed social legislation. We must also undergird 
wherever possible the struggle in local communities (like 
Columbia, Tennessee, today) for threatened justice and 
brotherhood. 

It is not enough for the Federation to work alone. When 
our own democratically formulated program can be more 
effectively implemented, we need as in the past to work in 
cooperation with other and similarly minded groups. 

We must continue and increase our fundamental educa- 
tional.work through the Socian QuESTIONS BULLETIN and 
through supplementary literature. In meeting after meeting 
this Executive Committee has testified to its appreciation 
for the invaluable leadership given the Federation by Dr. 
Barclay as Editor of the Bulletin. We have the task today 
of deciding on the future Editorship of this, our major organ. 

We need to enlist more people for the production of 
supplementary literature—handbooks, pamphlets, etcetera. 

We have organizational as well as programmatic tasks. 
The Spring Conferences are pending. We are seeking from 
our National Office to enlist socially minded leaders in every 
Spring Conference possible to call a meeting or meetings 
for the strengthening or initiating of Chapters, for the 
expansion of membership and for the development and 
implementation of prophetic program. 

Though much has been done in the last year in the field 
of organizational development much more must be done in 


the year ahead. There still are many potential members — 


among socially minded women, among trade unionists, among 
Negroes, among Social Workers, and among other groups 
largely untouched by the Federation to date. 


(Note to all MFSS members: What are you and others 


doing in your conference and in your chapter?) 
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Social Issues in Today’s World 


The General Welfare 


‘““THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH OUGHT TO DISASSO- 
CIATE ITSELF FROM THE TEMPERANCE MOVE- 
MENT’’, the Rev. George S. Sindy, pastor of Plymouth 
Congregational Church, Buffalo, N. Y., and moderator of 
the Western New York Association of .Congregational- 
Christian Churches, declared in a recent sermon. 

Citing the failure of prohibition laws to eradicate drink- 
ing by legislation, Mr. Siudy contended scientists had 
proved that alcohol is used by almost half the American 
public as ‘‘a useful social custom’’. Also, he said, its 
use has been so deep-rooted in culture and custom that it 
could not be eliminated by legislation. 

As a positive program, the Rev. Mr. Siudy asked the 
church to work for enforcement of present liquor laws and 
to support medical institutions treating alcoholics. The 
minister, who attended the Yale School of Alcohol Studies 
last summer, said he also favored disassociation from the 
temperance movement because that approach was a negative 
one ‘‘to a problem that demanded a positive and construc- 
tive solution’’. 


BRITAIN’S FAR-REACHING SECURITY PLAN. How 
many people outside Great Britain realize that the new 
social security program worked out by Health Minister 
James Griffiths goes far beyond the Beveridge Plan, which 
was drastically toned down by the Churchill government? 
The bill, now before Parliament, and almost certain to pass 
without serious amendment, covers unemployment, sick- 
ness, old age, maternity, death, widows, and orphans. 
Briefly summarized, the program allows 26 shillings ($5.23) 
a week for adults who are ill, aged, retired, or unemployed. 
For each dependent including the first child an additional 
benefit is provided amounting to seven shillings six-pence. 
Mothers will receive 36 shillings a week for 13 weeks after 
child-birth, with a special grant of four pounds ($16.14) — 
plus an attendance allowance of a pound per week for 
four weeks. 

Weekly contributions to finance the scheme will be paid 
by employers at rates varying from one shilling ninepence 
upwards. Workers will also pay variable rates, the aver- 
age per week for an adult male being four shillings seven- 
pence. Chief friendly criticism is based on a belief that 
the worker’s contributions are too high, though admittedly 
the benefits are substantial and will bring British people 
in general a confidence and an economie assurance they have 
not dreamed of previously. 


‘SUPREME COURT HEARS APPEAL FOR NATURAL- 
IZATION OF PACIFISTS. The U. 8. Supreme Court is 


urged to declare pacifists eligible for naturalization ina __ 


brief by the American Civil Liberties Union supporting 
an appeal heard on March 4. Signed by John W. Davis, 


_ former Democratic Presidential candidate, among others, 
the brief supports the appeal of James Louis Girouard, 
- Canadian Seventh-Day Adventist, who was refused citizen- 
ship by the Cireuit Court of Appeals in Boston in 1943, 
although he had indicated that he was willing to accept 


non-combatant service in the army. Former U. S. Attorney- 


General Homer Cummings argued the case for Girouard. 


‘The question of his eligibility revolves around the mean- 
g of the oath required of all prospective citizens to 
support and defend’’ the United States. In ‘cases fifteen 
s ago the U. S. Supreme Court in a series of five to 


lingness to bear arms. — The ACLU is urging the court 
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to reverse these decisions, pointing out among other argu- 
ments that Congress can hardly have intended the oath to 
bar pacifists from citizenship since a 1942 amendment to 
the naturalization law specifically extends easier naturaliza- 
tion procedures to objectors serving in the army. 


‘“‘YOUTH FOR CHRIST’’ TOURS EUROPE. Four 
representatives of Youth For Christ, a fundamentalist 
group and some contend a fascist group, flew from Chicago 
to London recently for a six-week speaking tour of Europe. 
High-Light of the trip was an evening rally in London’s 
historic Albert Hall. Germany, France, and Sweden were 
also visited. 

Described as a campaign ‘‘to light up the spiritual black- 
out among the youth of Europe’’, the tour was aimed 
at bringing converts to European Protestantism. 

One of the four was Torrey Johnson, founder of the 
Chicagoland Youth For Christ. Johnson, speaking last fall 
to Congregational ministers in Chicago, announced that he 
had received a letter from Pastor Martin Niemoller ‘‘telling 
us he was very much interested in Youth For Christ and 
asking us to help him start such a movement in Germany.’’ 
He showed the letter to a number of the ministers after 
the meeting, and also informed them that ‘‘ We also have 
correspondence from Chiang-Kai-Shek asking us for more 
help in furthering Christian work in China. A number 
of missionaries have been taken there at government 
expense. As everyone knows, the Chinese government is 
the most Christian government in the world’’. 

Johnson further told the ministers that ‘‘ We like public- 
ity, the more we can get the better we like it. The 
Herald-American has a wonderful editorial page. You 
know Mr. Hearst is getting quite old and one of these 
days will be meeting his maker. He believes in our work.’’ 

If William Randolph Hearst actually made a statement 
supporting Youth For Christ, that is about as illuminating 
a commentary on the work of that group as we have seen. 


Cooperatives 


SHIPMENT OF FOOD PACKAGES for the relief of 
famine-stricken individuals and groups in seven war-torn 
countries of Europe will get underway April 8 and service 
will be extended to other countries on the continent just 
as rapidly as possible, Lt. Gen. William N. Haskell, execu- 
tive director of the Cooperative For American Remittances 
For Europe (CARE) announced recently. 

The non-profit, cooperative organization set up by 24 of 
the major organizations in the field of foreign service, has 
received official permission from the governments involved 
to make food-package shipments to Poland, France, Nether- 
land, Norway, Finland, Italy, and Czechoslovakia. Rep- 
resentatives of CARE are now in several other countries 
negotiating for duty-free entry of the packages and other 
requirements and it is expected that several other countries 
will be added to the list shortly. 

Even before CARE was ready to operate, Fiorello La- 


‘Guardia, the new Director-General of UNRRA, gave the 


organization his blessing and urged his radio audience to 
make use of the services of CARE to send foodstuffs to 
the needy to supplement UNRRA’s general relief program. 


THE SIXTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE INTERNA- 
TIONAL COOPERATIVE ALLIANCE will be held in 


Prague, Czechoslovakia the week of October 6th, 1946, the 
executive committee of the I.C.A. announced following its : 


meeting in Copenhagen, Denmark, in March. 
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have given offense to Protestants. 
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The world cooperative congress—the first since 1937— 
will draw together representatives of 85,000,000 members 
of cooperatives in 37 countries affiliated with the Alliance, 
which maintains headquarters in London. 

The International Cooperative Trading Agency, world- 
wide cooperative business federation, will also meet at 
Prague. Auxiliary conferences of cooperative editors and 
educational directors will be held in connection with the 
congress. 


International Relations 


VENEREAL DISEASE, ILLEGITIMATE BABIES— 
these are the two most common results of the wide-spread 
‘‘fraternization’’ between American occupation forces and 
German frauleins. The United Press recently reported: 
‘‘Berlin . . . At least 1,000 illegitimate babies—allegedly 
the fruits of fraternization—will be born in the American 
occupation zone during the next six months, but the U. 5S. 
Army will make no effort to verify American fatherhood. 
The children will be considered German.’’ 

In Bavaria alone 700 to 800 women applied to Lieut. Col. 
E. F. Witte for prenatal care. Munich, birthplace of 
Nazism, is a hot-bed of fraternization and illegitimacy. 
In many eases the soldier-fathers are back in the United 
States. 


SPEAKING OF FRAULEINS, Texas-born Lieut. Col. 
Frank Ebey, a regular army officer commanding the U. &. 
garrison at Wuerzberg, Germany, recently issued a strong 
warning to his men against listening to anti-Soviet talk 
by their German ‘‘companions’’, or engaging in such talk 
themselves. Said the Lieut. Col. as reported in the New 
York Times: 

‘The Soviet Government is an ally of the United 
States of America, and you are individually and col- 
lectively representatives of our government. I will not 
tolerate any disparaging remarks about our allies to the 
German people. ... 

‘‘Millions of Russian soldiers and civilians died to 
save our skins. Just remember that. If propaganda 
causes you to hate the Russians, stop and think. They 
died for you, too.... 

“In ease you think I am a Pinko and you want to 
write a letter to the B-Bag (Stars and Stripes letter 
column) let me forestall you. I am a conservative 

- Southern Democrat. 

‘*An ancestor of my name was killed in the war of 
the American Revolution. But the Russians are our 
allies. They have guts. They kept hordes of Jerries 
off of us, and by God, I never want to fight again ! 
Think it over. You have been warned’’, 


THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR IN ST. LOUIS. For~ 
almost two years the Missouri Knights of Columbus have 
_ been running advertisements in St. Louis newspapers which 
On Sunday, March 10, 
in the St. Louis Globe-Democrat and on Monday, March tf, 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, the Knights published a 
larger advertisement, criticizing the recent State 
policy on Spain. The advertisement was cap-— 
We Es the Communists: ‘Crucify Christian 
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We Help the Fascists Crucify Democracy in Spain? The 
advertisement quoted from Franco’s statements to Hitler 
and Mussolini, cited the treatment of the Basque Catholics, 
and concluded with criticisms of Franco Spain quoted from 
Commonweal, from Jacques Maritain, and from Bishop 
Oxnam. It stated plainly, ‘‘ Recognize Republican Spain’’. 


Labor Concern 


REPLYING TO AN ADVERTISEMENT on the Amer- 
ican Iron and Steel Institute which charged organized labor 
with being the cause of the farmer’s headaches in regard to 
new machinery and other needed products, Rev. Ernest F. 
Nolte, minister of the Evangelical and Reformed Church of 
Kingfisher, Oklahoma, joined by the pastor and a layman of 
the Presbyterian Church, placed a large “ad” in the King- 
fisher Free Press. 

Under the caption, “Just Who Is Causing the Farmer’s 
Headaches?” these churchmen cite the established facts in 
the current wage controversy and point out that “labor has 
accepted the president’s compromise”, while “only industry 
is unyielding”. Reminding readers of the tax rebates 
promised, their argument is clinched with the appeal “Re- 
member, Mr. Farmer, while you are losing because you 
must use worn-out equipment and labor is losing because no 
pay checks are forthcoming, big business is losing nothing.” 


Relief and Rehabilitation 


THE AMERICAN PEOPLE IN 1945 CONTRIBUTED ~ 
$32,706,469.95 in cash and goods to the American Society | 
for Russian Relief, Inc. This was the largest sum of relief 
assistance received by Russian Relief in one year, making a — 
total of almost $80,000,000 received by the agency since — 
its inception in September, 1941. 4 

Last year’s contributions, said the Board of Directors, — 

“signified continuing and ever-increasing assistance, continu- — 
ing and ever-firmer friendship for the heroic people of the © 
Soviet Union.” Be 

Likewise, Edward C. Carter, president of Russian Relief, — 
in a statement accompanying the report, declared that Waid a 
through Russian Relief is friendship in action.” He praised — 
the efforts of business and civic leaders, rabbis and ministers 
of all denominations, men and women of labor, housewives, — 
teachers and school children who helped to plan and “exe- — 
cute so brilliantly” the Russian Relief Suspsieus in all pests % 
of the United States. 
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Race Relations 


JEWS IN AMERICAN PUBLIC SERVICE. In a 
recent article by that title in the Congress Weekly, Leon 
Spitz answered the oft-heard charge that “Jews run the 
government”. At present, Jews hold only about a third as 
many government positions and congressional seats as they 
should have (in proportion to their population). No state 
governors are Jewish, and there are no Jews in the Senate 
or in the Cabinet. Justice Felix Frankfurter is the only 
Jew on the United States Supreme Court bench; other Jews 
in top government posts are the Ambassador to Prague 
and Fiorello H. LaGuardia, new Director General of 
UNRRA, who is only part-Jewish. . 


In the past there have been a total of eight Jewish gov- 
ernors (two of whom were territorial governors) ; six sena- 
tors; three Supreme Court members; twenty members of 
the American diplomatic corps; and fifty-two congressmen, 
twenty four of whom represented Jewish constituencies in 
New York City. 


CALIFORNIA DECISION OUTLAWS SEGREGATION 
OF MEXICAN SCHOOL CHILDREN. Declaring that 
“a paramount requisite in the American system of educa- 

tion is social equality”, Federal Judge Paul J. McCormick 
recently outlawed segregation of Mexican school children in 
Orange County, where the educational authorities had main- 
tained separate schools for pupils of Mexican parentage. 
_ Overruling the defense argument that the Mexican children 
_were handicapped by deficiencies in the use of English, the 
Court asserted that evidence showed language tests had often 
_been inadequate, and that the mere giving of a Mexican 
or other Latin-American name resulted automatically in 
segregation. Judge McCormick also held that “Spanish- 
speaking children are retarded in learning English by lack 
_of exposure to its use because of segregation... .” 


_ While the decision was handed down with specific reference 
_ to a single county in a single state, it is expected to have 
eel repercussions throughout California and to be 
widely quoted in subsequent cases in other states of the 
Union. It has been hailed with enthusiasm by those who 
have been working for better relations with Mexicans inside 
the United States and Mexico, as well as with Latin-Ameri- 
eans everywhere. 
- Commenting on the decision, California’s Civil Liberties 
- Union directed attention to the fact that the School Code 
_of the state in two of its sections permits the segregation of 
“Indian children or children of Chinese, Japanese, or Mon- 
golian parentage”, and that such children are not involved 
in the present case. The organization believes, however, 
that should such segregation be found, the Orange County 
ease may serve as the basis for suits to secure the same 
Judgement. 


3 Replacing Fascism With Industrial 
= Democracy —~= 
(Continued from page 65) 


he workers broke through the outer Fascist line of 
ance to industrial democracy on December 16, 1943. 
they are arming themselves with ballots sO that on 
ust 6, 1946,—the date of the Democratic Party Primary 
n—they can attempt to crack another Fascist line of 
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', .. If we are really honest with ourselves, we cannot 
escape the conclusion that since V-J Day our economic 
withdrawal, our naked materialism as exemplified by our 
attitude toward the feeding of starving peoples, our 
political vacillations and, above all, our moral nega- 
tivism, have done more to keep the world in turmoil than 
Russia's actions." 


—Mrs. Vera Micheles Dean 


Observers of World War II estimate that between 
12,000,000 and 15,000,000 Russians, of whom half were 
soldiers and half civilians, died on the eastern battle- 
fields, and others place the number of deaths at any- 
where from 20,000,000 to 30,000,000. These figures help 
to explain Russia's frantic quest for security. 


"If we neglect to practice mercy," says St. Jerome 
in one of his discourses, “the grace of the Spirit may be 
extinguished. Because through the mercy of God He 
came to you; if He does not discover the fruit of mercy 
in you, He leaves, because He will not dwell in a soul 
that knows not mercy." 


STATE COMMERCE DEPARTMENT 
REVEALS THAT 
PENNSYLVANIA 
HAS MORE CHURCHES 
THAN ANY OTHER STATE 
IN THE UNION 


MOVIE OF THE MONTH 


"OPEN CITY " Produced in Italy. Seen at the World 
Theatre, New York. 


So vivid and realistic is this picture that it is difficult for 
Americans to realize that it is not a ‘‘documentary’’. But it 
isn’t. It was made in Rome soon after the city was ‘‘liber- 
ated’’, by Italian actors. Hollywood, however, could not— 
would not—ever produce a movie as starkly human as this. 

Hollywood, for instance, would never portray so favorably 
a ‘‘Red’’, one who fought (as the Rome Gestapo chief says) 
for the ‘‘Reds’’ in Spain. A Communist hero—incredible. In 
Hollywood, that is. 


_- Nor would Hollywood countenance the unashamed presenta- 


tion of unmarried pregnancy. Or the sight of a Catholic priest 
being booted in the posterior. Or the naked and bitter anti- 
fascism of the common people. All of these things, however, 
are in ‘‘Open City’’. ; : 
The alliance between Catholic priest and Communist under- 
ground leader is symbolic of the alliance between living religion 
and social radicalism which alone can redeem the world from — 
the sin of reaction and oppression. As the priest, Don Pietro, 
says simply to the Gestapo chief who asks him how he can ally 
himself with a Communist and an atheist: ‘‘The ways of God — 
are many.’? — So = = 
Filmed amid the rubble of Rome, splendidly photographe 
abjuring all technical tricks and cliches, ‘‘Open Cit 
superior enough to reduce the average Hollywood effor 
general cultural and political level of the comic book. 
“Open City’’ is not to be ee by the s 
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Books and Pamphlets 


Boni and Gaer, N. Y. 


Plenn, Abel: Wind in the Olive Trees. 
1946. $2.00. 


‘Apel Plenn’’, in spite of its implausibility, is no nom-de- 
plume. The writer spent considerable time in Spain as an Owl 
official in charge of propaganda, attached to the American 
embassy in Madrid. While there he became throughly fed up 
with the pro-Franco appeasement policy of our State Dept. 
as enthusiastically applied by our ambassador, Prof. Carleton 
G. Hayes. 

As a result, Plenn ran afoul of Hayes, whose appetite for 
appeasement was insatiable, and Plenn was soon en route to 
the United States. However, he brought back with him a brief- 
ease filled with well-documented notes on the rottenness, cruelty, 
and rapacity of the Spanish fascists, and it is these notes that 
provide the back-bone of ‘‘Wind in the Olive Trees’’. 

Plenn pulls no punches. ‘The result is a competent, if not 
inspired, literary job. But beyond that it is a damning indict- 
ment of Anglo-American-Vatican policy on Spain, and a heart- 
warming exposition of the growing power of the Spanish Repub- 
lican underground—an underground with strong roots not only 
in Madrid and Barcelona, but in Mexico, Cuba, and New York. 

‘‘Wind in the Olive Trees’’ is the initial venture of a new 
progressive publishing house, Boni and Gaer. It is an auspi- 
cious beginning. For those who, like this reviewer, believe that 
Spain is still the touchstone in the continuing struggle between 
reaction and progress, ‘‘Wind in the Olive Trees’’ is an 
imperative. 

Franco, Hayes, Cardinal Spellman, and possibly Jimmy Byrnes 
will not like this book. Is there higher praise? 

A. J. 58. 


IS THE BILL OF RIGHTS ABSOLUTE? 


Hocking, William “Ernest: Law and Rights. Yale University 
Press. $2.00. 


This book may be taken as a comment on a sentence Emil 
Brunner wrote this year: ‘‘The totalitarian state is the inevit- 
able result of the slow disintegration of the idea of justice 
in the Western world.’’ The comment was made long before 
Brunner wrote, however. It came as a shock to this reader to 
discover that a book he selected from the new-book shelf of 
the city library, and which he read with a lively awareness of 
its timeliness, should bear the date of 1926, the year Hocking 
wrote it. 

Writing as a priliminary study to some of his later works, 
Dr. Hocking compares the work of two leading figures in 
German philosophy of law, Josef Kohler (a. 1919) and Rudolf 
Stammler, the latter being the successor of the former as 


_ professor at Berlin. 


For Kohler ‘‘The requirements of the law are the require- 
ments of culture.’’ As Hocking puts it for him, ‘‘every 
phase of the changing body of civilized life has its ‘ideal 


_ tendency’; and to extract that ideal tendency is to learn, as 


from the facts themselves, what the next facts ought to be.’’ 


_ The extraction of that ideal tendency must be left to ‘ ‘superior 


men’’, who have the needful vision; (although it seems also 
that Culture itself has an initiative of its own, and can some- 
how make its own demands felt). These superior men must have 
their thought ‘‘sociologically corrected’’ by the state, but the 


= state must collaborate with ‘‘Qulture’’, for Culture created the 
law and also rights, and the state should not trample them 


underfoot. 
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flower. Law, and morals, completely subservient to Culture. 
And the Poles in slavery! 

When Dr. Hocking turns to the other jurist, Stammler, he 
points out that the attempt to counter Kohler’s relativity 
by setting up certain invariant standards of justice runs head 
on into trouble. Just what are the invariants? And what shall _ 
we do when they themselves come into conflict? Shall we, for 
example, follow the rule that ‘‘no injustice shall be done’’, in 
the case of a man who is pushing his claim in such evident 
ill-will as to actually run counter to the public welfare? And 
if we grant that one of the conditions upon which a man ought 
to hold his rights is his own good-will toward his fellow | 
citizens, what, then, becomes of fixed standards and natural — 
rights when the courts must assess psychological motives? 

How, indeed, shall society be organized about the moral law 
at all, when democracies must deal with dictatorships, tolerance 
with intolerance, and power held in restraint by compunctions 
about violence with power under no restraint at all? The 
application of the moral law is no such white-or-black matter 
as we could wish. 

The author did not face these last questions in the form 
in which they have faced us in more recent years. The answers 
seemed easier, when he wrote. The last half of the book has 
the sound of a voice echoing from calmer times; and also the 
kind of objectivity that comes when we remember how we 
thought when we had time to think, and stood far enough away 
from the crisis to see its bolder outlines. 

There is one natural right, and one only, says Dr. Hocking. 
It is right that an individual should develop the powers that 
are in him. He may be said to have a ‘natural right’ to 
become what he is capable of becoming. He can suspend his 
right by his own free choice not to become what he is capable 
of becoming. ‘‘But wherever moral ambition exists, there right 
exists. ’? , 

Specific rights are simply ‘‘a set of conditions which promote 
the development of powers’’ in the individual, such as the right 
of liberty in self-management, and the right of security. But 
the powers of a person are at their maximum when they most 
contribute to the powers of others. The individual cannot 
come into his own unless the community is there. But if he 
resigns his rights, abdicates them, to the state ‘‘he makes the 
sacrifice of integrity,—his integrity and the State’s,—which — 
is the essence of social abomination and the beginning of social — 
death.’’ a 

Time has underscored that sentence. We have seen the truth 
of it illustrated, since 1926, until the world is sick. Discerning 
the invariants in the moral law, and translating them into terms — 
of legal specifics may not be easy, but the world should know 
by now what the alternatives are. = 

The closing chapters, which use partially material developed — 
by Dean Roscoe Pound, are a calm and reasoned attempt to. 
state such legal specifies. They deserve calm and thoughtful | 
reading. Dr. Hocking was quoted as saying recently, ‘‘the 


is to touch moral necessity.’’ His own thinking is a sub- 
stantial help as we face that task—W. L. 


New Haven, Conn. 1946. Fifteen cents. 


‘‘Bread and Brotherhood are twin needs of mankind. It 
fitting that labor and religion should join forces in the q 
for a better way of life,’’ says Lewis B. Schwellenbach, | 
tary of Labor, in a pamphlet, Walking Together, publishe 
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the conviction of the Foundation that ‘‘The growth of the 
labor movement out of the needs and aspirations of working 
men and women in industry and on the farms, is proof that the 
spirit and outlook of the Old Testament prophets and of the 
early Church are a powerful force within modern civilization.’’ 

The pamphlet describes activities and achievements of the 
Religion and Labor Foundation in leading cities, ‘lists the 
mutual aims of religion and labor, and-instructs local groups 
on methods of setting up Religion and Labor,Councils in their 
communities. It also suggests projects for joint church and 
union action and outlines in detail how to attack the problems 
of industrial reconversion and race prejudice. Among the pro- 
jects which the pamphlet urges local groups to undertake are: 
working for full employment and the guaranteed annual wage, 
combatting discrimination against minorities,;cleaning up our 
slums and planning our cities, fighting unfair labor practices, 
and helping organize underpaid workers. : 

Support for labor in its struggle for decent standards of 

living and working does not come merely from individual church- 
men and churches but is inherent in the social creeds of the 
Catholic, Jewish and Protestant faiths, This is well demon- 
strated through quotations in the pamphlet from recognized 
works of the three faiths. . 
_ Copies of Walking Together may be obtained from the office 
of the National Religion and Labor Foundation, 106 Carmel 
Street, New Haven 11, Conn., according to the following price 
schedule: 15 cents per copy—50 copies for $6.00—100 copies 
for $10.00. - 


Miller, Clyde R.: The Process of Persuasion. 
k lishers, New York, 234 pp. $2.00.) 


**Tf people everywhere cannot quickly understand how the 
various persuasion devices together can manipulate them, they 
_€an once more become tragic victims of a great catastrophe.’’ 
_ We are likely to understand what those master persuaders, 
the advertisement copy writers, are up to when a fog-horn 
_ warns us to avoid B.O. by using Lifebuoy. We are not deceived 
by their obvious propaganda. But when we see a full page 
_ad warning us to beware of ‘‘those who would destroy The 
_ American Way of Life, which as the History of the United 
States tells us has been the way of Private Enterprise, ete. 
_ “‘we respond with gnarled fists and gritted teeth to do what- 
ever the advertiser wants. We do not recognize this as prop- 
aganda. We have been conditioned to respond automatically 
_ to the ‘‘ Virtue words,’’ ‘‘the American Way of Life.’’ Down 
with anything that would threaten it! And if the ‘‘testi- 


(Crown Pub- 


prise is the American Way, down with anything that would 
destroy P. E. We have been conditioned to recognize the 
authority of ‘‘U. 8. History.’’ 

_ Hitler rose to his powerful position by using, in a similar 
way, the words ‘‘Jew,’’ ‘‘non-Aryan,’’ and ‘‘Communist,’’ 
first making them ‘‘ Poison words’’ in the German mind and 
then using them to destroy anyone who stood in his path. The 
word ‘‘Jew’’ became a ‘‘Trigger Word’’ and produced an 
instantaneous response of disgust and hatred in the German 
mind, conditioned effectively by Ace Propagandist Herr Goebels. 
_ The Dies Committee, too, was able to intimidate anyone voic- 
ing a humane or democratic ideal through the same malicious 
false utilization of persuasion devices. The minds of 
ericans had already been conditioned against the poison 
d, ‘‘Communist,’’ which was the stimulus for automatic 
condemnation and rejection. ‘‘That it (the Committee) con- 
tinued to exist with a large measure of Congressional approval 
: no great show of public indignation,’’ writes Dr. Miller, 


ble people to distinguish between propaganda for good 
and for evil ends.’’ = 
‘Dr. Miller, one of the foremost analysts of propaganda, has 
t that need in his provocative study, The Process of Persua- 
n. In a most readable style and with much good humor, he ex- 
ins what every citizen in this new age of atomic energy should 
about the science of persuasion. That persuasion is a sci- 
clusively proved. That, like other sciences, it can be 
structive and beneficial ends or destructive and evil 
also proved. 
is of a Hitl 
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evidence of the need in America for a kind of education 
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everything they see, hear or read the factors of distortion. For, 
as the author puts it, our minds are like lenses, with our con- 
ditioned reflexes the factors of distortion. In a newspaper, 
for instance, the distortion varies with changing interests and 
biases and convictions of editors, writers and, especially, pub- 
lishers. All channels of persuasion have factors of distortion. 
And the same thing holds true of those being persuaded. 
Catholics, Protestants, Jews, capitalists, socialists, ete., very 
truly look at things through different eyes—and don’t see the 
same things. 

“Unless the habit of independent thinking is cultivated,’’ 
warns the author, ‘‘reflexes created by training, will make us 
prisoners of training, parroting slogans and responding to 
trigger words.’’? We must develop what William Graham Sum- 
ner calls ‘‘the critical faculty,’’ lest propaganda does make 
automatons of us all. For many of us have been conditioned 
to live in a black-and-white, acceptance-or-rejection world, 
where we respond as automatons to words and symbols which 
we associate with good or evil, survival or annihilation. In 
this world, any German, or Jew, or Japs, or Communist, or 
anyone so named, is enough of a stimulus to put us in a fighting 
mood. Certain symbols, too, work on us like triggers to bring 
immediate approval or disapproval, symbols such as the Cross, 
the Skull and Crossbones, the Swastika or the American Flag. 

In the field of symbols, attention should be given to the 
harm done by use in literature, in cartoons in the theatre, of 
““stock types’’—the penny-pinching Scotsman, the lazy, ignor- 
ant Negro, the Jew, the Irishman. Although free of conscious 
malice, these caricatures are really powerfully successful in 
conditioning attitudes towards peoples. They tend to make us 
accept distorted images for reality, to make us confuse ‘‘some’’ 
with ‘‘all.’’ 

The fundamental aim of all persuasion is the acceptance or 
rejection of some person, policy, group, action, product, race 
or religion. Four devices are used by persuaders to accomplish 
these ends. Each device has many different facets, but basic- 
ally they are: (1) the ‘‘Virtue’’ device, causing us to accept 
by association with ‘‘good’’ words; (2) the ‘‘Poison’’ device, 
causing rejection by association with ‘‘bad’’ words or symbols; 
(3) the ‘‘Testimonial,’’ causing acceptance or rejection because 
someone we respect or despise accepts or rejects; and (4) the 
“¢Together’’ device, sometimes referred to as the ‘‘Band- 
wagon’’ or ‘‘Everybody’s Doing It’’ device. 

Familiarity with these four methods will help us to recognize 


them, no matter how subtlely they are used, and our reactions 


will tend to become less and less automatic. We will have built 
a new conditioned reflex, which automatically will prompt us 
to appraise the facts before rendering our verdicts. Knowledge 
of how these devices operate can be powerful protection against 
persuasion for fraudulent or evil purposes and equally powerful 
in helping us to recognize and receive beneficial persuasion. 

One of the big issues of persuasion as it affects the world 
is whether our habitual desire for the old, the customary, the 
things to which we have become conditioned will block our 
utilization of the means to prevent future depressions, unem- 
ployment and war. Tradition and custom exert strong coercion 
to keep society fixed. It will be a big job of persuasion to 
change it. 

This book is worth $2.00 of anybody’s money. J. CO. B. 


= 
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Gederation Activities and Reports 


DETROIT ANNUAL CONFERENCE SOCIAL ACTION 
FELLOWSHIP. The Social Action Fellowship of the 
Detroit Annual Conference met on eall of the Executive 
Committee recently at the Methodist Church at Howell, Mich. 
The Rev. Harold Pailthorp was the host pastor, and the 
Rev. Owen Geer, of Dearborn was program chairman. 
Acting President Paul Morrison presided at the sessions. 
Thirty-eight were in attendance. 

At the afternoon session Marshall Reed spoke on “Social 
Action and Historie Methodism”. In the discussion which 
followed, connectionalism was strongly emphasized to offset 
what many believe to be a growing tendency on the part of 
young men of social concern to leave the church organization. 
Three committees were set up: (1) a committee to prepare 
a plan for Annual Conference action; (2) a committee on 
strengthening the brotherhood; (3) a committee on mem- 
bership. 

The Secretary reported the setting up of a Membership 
Committee along the lines recommended by the National 
Office. District committees are to be formed under each 
Secretary, including representatives from youth, adult, young 
adult, and women’s organizations. 

The present Federation membership in the Social Action 
Fellowship is 65 voting members. 


The Federation Maillag 


Seymour, Conn. 
Dear Sirs: 

Enclosed you’ll find my annual contribution. 

I wish to congratulate you on the excellent work you are 
doing. The BULLETIN has had first rate material throughout. 
One aspect, I fear, has not received the urgent attention that 
it demands, namely, the attempt at placing the control over 
atomic energy in the hands of the military. Should this happen 
the end of our civilization is observable, since we’ll serve notice 
on the world that we are planning for atomic war an not for 


atomic peace. 
Cordially, 
(Rev.) John T. D. Franzen 


Areadia, Cal. 
Dear Sirs: 

“*Your Solemn Assemblies’? (by Dr. George A. Coe, in the 
January SOCIAL QUESTIONS BULLETIN) presents a cogent thesis. 
Nevertheless some of us must take exception to its general tone. 

Dr. Coe says: ‘‘There was room, and there was need, for 
methods of devotion that would bring to clear consciousness pro- 
found but latent meanings of the movement of dissent.’?? What 
he does not state is that there was room and need for expression 
of devotion and adoration, whether or not it brought into clear 
consciousness the profound meanings of the movement of dis- 
sent. The Protestant church in theory and practice is more 
than a movement of dissent, and not everything in its life 
must be justified by moral or social motivation. Adoration may 
and often does issue forth in heightened social consciousness and 
responsibility, but if the mood and the act is adoration— 
“‘Christ we do all adore thee, and worship thee forever,’’ by 
_ the very nature of adoration it exists on its own right as a part 
of life. I think Quaker Douglas Steere’s words should be 
ranged beside those of Dr. Coe. ‘‘Deny man the right to offer 
himself to this as the saints have done; destroy his monuments 
of devotion, his cathedrals, his paintings, his carvings, his organ- 
ization for good works; ridjeule his aspirations as infantile; 
___ try, in short, to put a roof over his sun-dial; try to choke out 
_ this longing to yield to Deity or to divert it exclusively to 

social arms; and the man ceases to be man and something of 


Social Questions Bulletia 


his essence goes dead in him. Man is a praising and adoring 
being.’’ 

Through the archite ‘ture, and the music, and care for appro- 
priate ceremony and <itar appointments, ministers and laymen 
may be unconsciously revealing that something of the essence 
of man has ‘‘not gor: dead in them’’. Certainly the record 
of this particular chur in social action recommends their pro- 
cedures highly. More -ften than not, in fact, genuine adoration 
will heighten sense of corporate sin and corporate responsibility, 
and will strengthen and enrich profound Christian grace. 

Sincerely, 
(Rev.) Will M. Hildebrand 


New York, N. Y. 
Dear Sirs: 
Supplementing our Memorandum to the President of a month 
ago, we have just submitted to the Security Council a new 
Memorandum urging action on Spain. We propose: 


(1) That the United Nations officially proclaim Franco Spain 
a satellite of the Axis and therefore an enemy of the United 
Nations, thus making explicit the implicit charge in the resolu- 
tions adopted at San Francisco-and at London. 

(2) That a directive be issued to its member nations to with- 
draw recognition from Franco Spain and apply economic 
sanctions. 

(3) That the Spanish Republic be acknowledged as the legiti- 
mate government of the Spanish people. 

(4) That to give practical effect to this policy the members 
of the Security Council be authorized to enter into contact 
with the Spanish Republican Government-in-Exile and other 
democratic groups opposed to Franco, with a view to supporting 
and recognizing a Provisional Republican government represent- 
ative of all the democratic parties capable of reestablishing 
the Spanish Republic on a solid foundation, and pledged to an 
early free election. 

The attitude of the United States may be decisive. Our under- 
standing is that if the question should reach the Security 
Council it would receive the support of the delegations of France, 
the Soviet Union, Mexico, Australia, Poland and China. Seven 
votes are needed to constitute a majority. 

There is no American interest which calls for an individual 
point of view by our government. We feel confident that if the 
President could know from enough interested groups and indi- 
viduals of their deep interest in this question, he could be 
persuaded to issue the directive which we have requested that 
the American representatives in the Security Council support 
our proposal. ; 

Will not your organization and its membership immediately 
reinforce our request by a direct communication to the President 
urging that the American representatives in the Security Council 
support our proposal, 

Sincerely yours, 
Freda Kirchwey 
Nation Associates 


From time to time Federation members have sug- 
_ gested that we should try to review new and "socially 
significant" moving pictures in the SOCIAL QUES- | 
TIONS BULLETIN. : 


Beginning with this issue, we are running a short 
review of the best "socially significant" picture to | 
play in New York during the current month. an 


* 


Many of these pictures will not be shown ineraill | ; 
communities, but Federation members in New Yor 
relat cb Petrol nd ee Boston, etc., will b 
glad to drop in on them after a trying Mond 
morning at Preacher's Meeting! ~ ee = 

This month's review of " 1 City " will be 


